
A child has a right to grow up in an 
environment free from abuse and 
neglect, where their physical, cognitive, 
psychological, emotional, social and 
moral needs are met.

To safeguard their rights, it’s important 
that we provide timely and targeted 
intervention when dealing with child 
abuse. We do this through the following:

Home-based Parenting
We work closely with parents and 
caregivers on practical parenting 
knowledge and skills in their home. This 
community-based approach helps us 
intervene problems at their core while 
tackling issues in a safe and familiar 
environment.

Big Love is a community-based Child Protection Specialist Centre, 
set up in May 2013, to help families known for Child Protection 
concerns and for families to improve their functioning and 
resilience. 

Child abuse is any act committed by a parent or caregiver that 
damages a child’s physical, emotional and psychological well-
being. It is an act which is deemed inappropriate by community 
values and/or professionals. Child abuse may be in the form of 
Physical Abuse, Emotional & Psychological Abuse, Sexual Abuse, 
and Neglect. It often is a combination of the various types.

Multiple body injuries caused by beating with 
hands or with objects such as canes, belts or 
other hard objects.

Visible Signs include:
• Marks / Bruises
• Burns / Scalds
• Fractures / Cuts

Less visible signs include:
• Aggression or withdrawl
• Fear of parents or caregivers 
• Attempts to runaway from home

When a parent or caregiver tells a child that 
he/she is stupid, useless, worthless and 
unwanted. Putting a child in dangerous 
situations such as committing crimes is also a 
form of Emotional & Psycological abuse.

Signs include:
• Aggression, destructive or violent behaviour
• Extreme anxiety, insecurity and/or attention   
   seeking behaviour
• Feelings of hopelessness, misery and/or despair
• Self-harming behaviour

1. PHYSICAL ABUSE

2. EMOTIONAL &
    PSYCHOLOGICAL
    ABUSE

3. SEXUAL ABUSE

4. NEGLECT

This happens when a parent or caregiver 
touches a child or makes a child participate in 
a lewd act or exposes the child to sexual acts or 
materials.

Signs include:
• Torn, stained or bloody underclothing
• Injuries found on private parts or lower     
  abdomen or thighs
• Sexually transmitted diseases
• Inappropriate interest in or knowledge of    
  sexual matters; talking, dressing and    
  expressing affection in ways that are  
  unsuitable for the age of the child.
• Alcohol and drug abuse, self-mutilation,   
  suicide attempts

When a parent or caregiver does not provide a 
basic level of care to ensure a child’s well-being.

Signs include:
• Constant hunger or malnutrition
• Poor hygiene
• Stunted development
• Child left unattended for extended periods of 
   time, inappropriate to their age and level of    
   development
• Medical needs that are not cared for
• Begging, stealing food
• Irregular school attendance
• Constant tiredness, lack of energy or falling     
   asleep in class

Groupwork
We help children and young persons 
learn to build their emotional, 
psychological and social resilience in a 
safe and open environement. It can be 
encouraging for our young clients to 
hear that other people are going through 
similar experiences and gradually grow 
past their difficulties. 

Family Bonding Events
Family bonding is facilitated through 
social activities and events and outreach 
events in schools and student care 
centres that help raise public awareness 
so that the greater community, and 
children included, participate in our 
prevention strategies.

Through these initiatives, we hope to 
empower children and families in the 
prevention of all forms of child abuse.


